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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a Final Action on merits in response to the communication 
received on 5/04/09. 

Acknowledgment 

2. Claim status: 

❖ Claims cancelled : 3-4 and 22 

❖ Claims amended: 21, 7, and 25 

❖ Claims are pending: 1-2, 5-8, 21, and 23-26 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-2, 5-8, 21, and 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Yamaguchi (6,385,675) in views of Okuda et al (7,034,952) and 
Aikens etal (6,216,113). 

As per claim 1 Yamaguchi discloses an electronic transaction recording system 
for accumulating data from a printer device (a digital copying machine 100), the system 
comprising: 
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billing policies database which includes billing policies for printer device having 
an owner and a user (col.3, lines 9+; via accounting operation [implied for billing] is 
carried out based on parameters ... name of the users [implied owner or other users- 
discountable or not] 

a billing manager which is implemented by a processor, coupled to the billing 
policies database and the printer device, and uses at least one of the billing policies to 
determine a cost of each operation performed on the printer device (col.3, lines 22+; via 
processor 101, software specific program or the specific parameters may be changed 
upon inputting a password or by carrying out a special operation for that purpose 
[implied for determining a cost of each operation performed) and also (col.2 ; via 
account processor 101 H and accounting program and operations for costing and 
implied and inherent billing system) and col.2, lines 60-62; via accounting program 
inherently processing cost of each operation); 

a billing system (col.2, line 60+; via account processor 101 H for processing the 
cost of the job based on the accounting program and a controller controlling 101 I the 
accounting operations ... changing of the accounting programs), which accumulates 
information on usage of the printer device by the user, generates an accounting of 
usage based on the accumulated information and associates the accounting of usage 
with a predetermined unit of usage (col.2, lines 62-67 and col.3, lines 1-3); and 

wherein the billing system periodically updates the account information of the 
user of the printer device and issues an accounting of costs to the user (col. 2, lines 27- 
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35 and col.3, lines 4-8 ; via the account notice ... to appropriate each host computer 
102 ... as requested by the user [implied any users including owner); 

Yamaguchi did not disclose explicitly an account records database, which stores 
account information of the user of the printer device in terms of the predetermined unit 
of usage and wherein the billing system accumulates information on usage of the printer 
device by the owner of the printer device, and only bill the owner of the printer device for 
net usage of the printer device. 

However, Aikens being in the same field of invention discloses an account 
records database, which stores account information of the user of the printer device in 
terms of the predetermined unit of usage and wherein the billing system accumulates 
information on usage of the printer device by the owner of the printer device, and only 
bill the owner of the printer device for net usage of the printer device (Abstract and 
col.1, lines 41+ ; via a printing machine billing system, mode of operation to determine 
a billing charge and billing charge of the totalizer is charged to a given account number 
[implied individual account number f owner or users]) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify the features mentioned by Yamaguchi to include the 
disclosures as taught by Aikens to facilitate the billing charge selectively individuals 
[implied could be only billing to the owner's account as required] or groups of individuals 
for network usage of printers 
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Yamaguchi did not explicitly disclose [wherein] the billing system credits the 
owner of the printer device an amount corresponding to the predetermined unit of usage 
of the printer device by the user 

However, Okuda being in the same field of invention discloses that the billing 
system credits the owner of the printer device an amount corresponding to the 
predetermined unit of usage of the printer device by the user (Fig. 15-20 and col.8-9; via 
print service shop with ID "0001' [printer owner as building or department, refers 
applicant's spec. Page 9, para 2] is credited [implied with royalty of 4.5% {line 20} from 
the predetermined reference table record managed and updated by information unit 458 
and also col. 7-8; via server 100 with user charge management and records]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify the features mentioned by Yamaguchi to include the 
disclosures as taught by Okuda to facilitate the royalty payment to the print service 
shop per pre-set reference table data and user's use records. 

As per claims 2, Yamaguchi discloses that the predetermined unit of usage is a 
token (col.1, lines 35-55, via page unit as token and plurality of operational mode as 
event and based on command from the host computer make the total charge for the 
printing to the host computer through a circuit 100F for managing and logging each job 
as an account). 

Claims 3-4 (cancelled) 
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As per claims 5 and 6, Yamaguchi discloses all the elements of the claimed 
invention, but fails to explicitly disclose a mobile access unit coupled to the billing 
manager, wherein the mobile access unit indicates content to be printed at the printer 
device and selected from the group consisting of a personal digital assistant, a wireless 
telephone and a mobile computer. 

However, Okuda being in the same field of invention discloses a mobile access 
unit coupled to the billing manager, wherein the mobile access unit indicates content to 
be printed at the printer device and selected from the group consisting of a personal 
digital assistant, a wireless telephone and a mobile computer (Figs.2-3 and col.3, lines 
4-9 and 27-51; via mobile telephone or portable PC are used as the user terminal 102 to 
a system of the print service shop 101). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention was made to modify the disclosure and features mentioned by 
Yamaguchi and to include the teachings of Okuda to facilitate in order to handle a 
print request from the mobile user terminals connected through the Internet having web 
browser facilities. 

As per claim 7, Yamaguchi discloses that a configuration unit coupled to the 
billing policy database for updating and configuring billing policies for new users of the 
printer device (col.2, lines 65-67; via the host computers-102 may be new users to be 
configured by the controller 101 I). 

As per claims 8, Yamaguchi did not explicitly disclose that the printing system 
is selected from a back office printing system and Internet Settlement Model. 
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However, Okuda being in the same field of invention discloses the printing 
system is selected from a back office printing system and Internet Settlement Model 
(col.4, lines 35-47; via the fee computer 408, the settlement maker 409 and settlement 
information unit 457 with print service server 100, inherently charges printing fees and 
does the back office billing system online [Internet]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention was made to modify the disclosure and features as mentioned by 
Yamaguchi to include the teachings of Okuda to facilitate a fee collector (508) to 
collect charge amount by means of prepaid card or the like 

Claims 9-20 (Cancelled) 

As per claims 21, 23 and 24Yamaguchi discloses the system comprising: 

wherein the system further comprises a plurality of printer devices connected 
over a network (col. 2, lines 15-30), 

the printing manager (Fig.2, col.2; line 63; via controller 101 I for controlling the 
account operation) is coupled to each printer device for determining the amount of 
printer usage and associating a predetermined amount of token values with the amount 
of printer usage (col.2, lines 62-67 and col. 3, lines 1-3); and 

a printing policies database, which includes billing policies for the printer devices 
such that the each printer device uses at least one billing policy to determine a cost of 
each operation, performed on the printer (col.2, lines 27-35 and col.3, lines 4-8 and 
inherent programmed function for cost of each operation). 
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Yamaguchi did not explicitly disclose a system comprising: a mobile access unit 
containing content which is to be printed; each printer device can receive the content 
from the mobile access unit and print the content in responses to an authorization 
process and the system, wherein the mobile access unit is selected from a personal 
digital assistant, a wireless telephone, and a mobile computer and wherein the mobile 
access unit transmits using a wireless link. 

However, Okuda being in the same field of invention discloses that a mobile 
access unit containing content which is to be printed and each printer device can 
receive the content from the mobile access unit and print the content in responses to 
an authorization process and the system, wherein the mobile access unit is selected 
from a personal digital assistant, a wireless telephone, and a mobile computer and 
wherein the mobile access unit transmits using a wireless link (col.3; Fig.2; via mobile 
telephone as user terminal 102 has a function of a data terminal, internet, gateway 
server and user verification [implied relation to acceptance] and the like ; col.4; lines 11- 
16; via the job collector 403 accept job data mainly print request from a user and 
Fig.3;via Notebook PC) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention was made to modify the disclosure and features mentioned by 
Yamaguchi to include the teachings of Okuda to facilitate the acceptance of verified 
print request from online users for printing services. 



Claim 22 (cancelled). 
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As per claim 25, Yamaguchi discloses the system of claim 21, further 
comprising a user configuration unit coupled to the printing policies database for 
updating and configuring printing policies for new users of the printer devices (col.2, 
lines 65-67; via the controller 101, I control the copying machine 100 to carry out a 
function specified by host computers 102 inherently payment policies related to new 
users). 

Claim 26 is rejected as per the reasons set forth in the claim 8 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-2, 5-8, 21, and 23-26 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In response to Applicant's Remarks (page 5, para 6 to page 8, para 2) that 
"Claim Rejection under 35 U.S.C 103 ... a billing policy database ... printer device ... 
Regarding the Okuda reverence ... usage of the printer device as claimed I independent 
claim 1" the Examiner observed respectfully the arguments and added a new prior art of 
Aikens necessitated by for new amendments(Abstract and col.1, lines 41+ ; via a 
printing machine billing system, mode of operation to determine a billing charge and 
billing charge of the totalizer is charged to a given account number [implied individual 
account number of owner or users]) for further clarification. 

Moreover, it is understood that all reference cited to teach and suggest the 
concept of invention, but not the complete invention applied for. And it is also noted that 
all references are to be considered as a whole of their entirety. 
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Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HATEM ALI whose telephone number is (571)270-3021 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8.00 to 6.00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached on 571-272-6702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner, Examiner 
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